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THE NEWS Tills MORNING,

CONGRESS lt"th branches In session.
Benate. The Oklahoms Free Homestead bin

¦va.-, passed, "i'ii an amendment extending its

provlslona t'> ali lands acquired from the ind¬

ians = ii.msc The Wll making oleomar¬
garine ani oilier imitation dalry products sub¬
ject to the laws of thc biau-s into which they
ar* trapfn«rtcrt was pasoi el

FOREIGN.."The chronicle," of London, sus-

ge?',<* a rance Pay. on whie-h to celebrate the
ciftninp nf th** new Anglo-American treaty.

Advices from Bombay are ihat of the

'A7.VM rrsi-s .<f Hui.onie plague. -.:?.'<; have been
fatal. Luis Bomellian. the American citi¬

zen, who was adjudged guilty of conspiring
against Spain, was sentenced to life Imprison¬
ment.
DOME8TIC..Senator Sherman left Washing¬

ton to visit President-elect McKinley In Canton.

Senator Lodge taik'-ei ©rer thc avella-
Hilt) of ex-Governor I.our. of .Massachusetts.
for a place m the- Cabinet The Presldeni
and Mrs Cleveland e-nte>rtalned the Diplomatic
Corps at their tlrst official reception nf the-

aeaaon Thc Republican caucus in Albany
nominated Thomas C. Plait for United States
Senator and ch'-ster B. Lord for Regent of the
University. Mr Queaada, head of the- cu-
i.an Junta in Washington, denied reports thal
the*- Inaurgent leaders would accept autonomy.

. 'ITY. Four United States prisoners eacaped
from Ludlow Street Jail anil one m.is recap¬
tured, lt was announced that J. Pierpont
Morgan had given $1.000.01*J m the Society of
the Lytng-ln Hospital for a new building, on

condition that th.- society provide funds for the
running expensea The Rapid Tranait Com¬
mission adopted the plans of its chief engineer,
W. B. Persona Chapters nu th., depart¬
ments eef Charities, Correction. Docks and Fire
were discuss--d at the hearing on the Greater
New -Vuik e-harter. ¦ The Union League Club
elected officers, -i... The annual dinner of the¬
il .liam! Society was he-id at the Waldorf. ==
The dinner of the First Panel of the Sheriff's
Jury was eaten at Delmonleo's. .. Captain
Philo X. McGlflln, T'nited States Navy, has be-

oi.- insane sass The stock market closed
hitrh. r.

THE WEATHER.Indications for t'i-day:
Fair Temperature yesterday: Highest, al de¬
grees; lowest, 'il; average, :>7.,.

THE BANEEBE AGITATION.
I rn- IndlanapoUs Convention anded with just

mii h Impracticable non-action as night bara been

expected, Tho body did mn represent tlie people
of iln- L'nlted suite*., nor any conalderable pan
of ihem. it w.i* . fatal penumbra of the wara!
beaten Admlnlotratlon in American history.an
Administration whie-h found not a tenth eif its
part) friends ie. uphold it. Presldeni Cleveland
lias been trying for years tu make effective war

on the National currency, in order to make room

fen- State hanks Which he earnestly recommend¬
ed, His utter failure, not only with Repub¬
licans, tart with his own party, might have- ad
¦Mulshed theorists and hankers that there was
a powerful public opinion iu his way. Hut the
hankers nnd theorists, nevertheless, assembled
the Indianapolis Convention to set in motion a
uew agitation of the inoiivy question, which i*
al".ut as untimely ,-is it possibly could be. Tha
convention ended, a< might have been expected,
in protests by ihe onlv pr.ie-tie-al legislators pres¬
ent against the notion proposed, even though
sumo of them were passional ely in favor of tlie
main object sought. The nie-n who lind ii easy
to believe th.it their Individual wishes and in¬
terests are tho wishes and Interests eif ail the
people nf the count****" are apt to consider their
way of gettiug things done the only way.

Ju yean genie by ii used to he quite the fash¬
ion ai tlie Went to aaaemMe conventions and
mass meeting! on behalf >t' sundry sectional,
local or private interests, in order lo Instruct
Congress what to da lt was thc prevalent no¬

tion tliat members e.f Congress were elected, not

to exercise any judgment of their own. but to
hole! their oars to the ground and hear what

voluntary ease nblages of self-appointed dele¬
gates might "demand." In tbe slow progreas of
National education it has ln-en poivolved by
many persons that, after all, the man elected .'is

lawmaker has received from the people . higher
authority and mandate than any convention has
or CU give, and that he is bound by his oath of
office to act as his own best judgment dictates
for tho welfare of the country. Then the volun¬
tary convention gradually relapsed Into its true

pla.-e, as somewhat lesa authoritative than an

election, and nowgdaya memben eif congress arc
sufficiently enlightened 'e> observe that the per-
lons wh.. wain to instnie-t Congreasmea are
Usually thOSa Who faileel tel elect iii.-in.

The convention resolved that the gold standard
should bo maintained, that all classes of United
States notes ihonld be re-tired, and "the revenue

"anil note laane elep.-irtments of tlie Treasury
"ahould be separati-d." and-
That a hanking system he provided whhh

should furnish credit facilities t«i every portion
of tin- country, and a safe and elastic circulation,
and especially with a view to securing sue-h a dis-
trlbutiejii eif the loanable e apital eif the- country
as will tend to equalize the rates of Interest iii
all parts ther-eif.
These aro the objects; tho first uhvudy ordered

by the jM-ople, thc stvond diivctly opposed to the
will of tba people txpieaaad at the last eje-jtlon.
and the ihird so v.igu" as to be lncomprohcn-
sible. '/'lie convention therefore decided to ap
point a committee of lifteen, tei be swelh'd by
Itself to forty-five, of whie-h five shall be a

ipioiiini, lo poaaaai all th¦ powers of tlie conven¬
tion, which ls not a huge estate. This coLutuit-
Xt-f is ordered to try to gri appointed a monetary
einninlss.oii to study up the whole subject, and
investigate 'the monetary affairs and ih-iiK of
tho country lu all tlH*lr relations and aspects."
and theD call a second conv«»ntlon fo hear what
it haa to say. It was very sensibly objected
hy practical men that thia performance woulei

put off any action until the dsy after never, aa

toe inresflgsMon ordered could not lie oe>mpletee|
within the lifetime etf any one sreneration. Mr.
Fowler, of New Jersey, also ventured to suggest
tbat Congrees has some knowledge and some

po-"""**"', but the convention thought fhe discus-

sion was gening on delicate ground, and so

passed Ita resolution under tile previous ijnes
tion.
The Indefinite postponement of any attempt lo

act by an unauthorized lindy was a flash of good
.enan, which may. perhaps, be considered acer-

dental. Certain it is that Congress does not con-
siller iiself in need of tutors, numbering fifteen.

forty-five Of Bee, and ll uara apt to vote against
Dian to vote for any plan framed by the bank¬

ers of th;' country. Congressmen are' aware tbal
banknotes cannot be made more safe lhan Na¬
tional notes, that the conduct of National banks.

as recently illustrated, suggests whether tbe wis¬
dom of bankers is Infinite or thc control of the

Controller absolute, .-mel thal tin' monetary didi
cully tit present is that, while the revenue laws
yield a deficit, sollie beate-11 politicians ililli sonic

interested persons want tn keep np an agitation
aliout tin- currency.

THOMAS C. I'LATT NOEINATED.
The expected happened h.st nlghl at Albany,

when the Republican (eglslatlre caucus nomi¬
nated on the1 tir-'t ballot ibo Hon. Thomas C.

Plait for United States Senator by tho very de¬
cisive rote of l4-_* against 7 for thc Hon. Joseph
ll. Choate. The conditions leading up to this
!v<nit had been so cloverly arranged by shrewd

political m.-inage-rs, in tho midst of a Presidential
campaign which offend unusual opportunities
for lin- exercise of their peculiar talents, that

lhere has mn been n doubt 111 lhe mind of any
Intelligent observer since tbe election as to the

iiliiinate outcome. Entertaining no doubt of his

election. Mr. Plait's friends have manifested ex-

trcme anxiety thal there should be no opposi¬
tion to him. bm Ihat the choice should be unani-

mona. The intensity of their desire** Iti this rc

gard lias led somi' of them into expressions eif

hostility toward those who differed with thom
as unnecessary as they were- unworthy and tm-

becoming. Now that the contest is over, we be-
Here ihat with returning reason these gentlemen

j will li- willing to concede that the supporters of

Mr. choate. .-ire- entitled to respect for the manly
| courage and steadfastness with whi.-h they stood

np fm- theh" conscientious convictions and right-
. on- sense e.f duty in whai they knew was a for¬

lorn hope.
Mr. Platt neds no Introduction to the readers

of Tin- Tribune. In the twenty-five years of his

jiolitie-al career this journal lias hail frequent
oe-.-,isi,.n t,, comment not only upon his official
acts when engaged In the public service, bul
Upon the- practice's and methods of his political
management when not in offlce by which he I*

chiefly known. Timi these comments have boen

almost Invariably unfavorable to his character
as a broad-minded statesman, or as a discreet.

sagacious ami clear-sighted party leader, our

readers do nol need to be told. His career in

Congress from 1872 to 1876 was Inconspicuous
and uneventful. His activities were confined cn-

tii-e-ly to thc discharge of functions connected
willi the distribution of official patronage. Tlie

advent <>t* the Hayes Administration in 1S77
found liim a hopeful candidate for Cabinet hon¬
ors, in the expectation of which he was disap
'pointed. In Se-pte-mber of that year ho was put
forward by Benator Conkllng as president of tho

Republican State Convention at Rochester, and

upon taking the chair reid a carefully prepared
speech attacking the Republican Administration.
nn .lanuary is. ISSI, lie was elected United
States Senator to succeed Francis Kernan. Ho
took his S'-at on March 4 and addressed himself
at once to the task of directing tlie Federal gp-
polLtments in Ibis State. Foreseeing his failure
to defeat tiie confirm alon of President Garfield's
appointee as Collector of the Fort of New-York,
he angrily resigned lils sent on May Ifi, and, Sen¬
ator Conkllng having taken the same action for
the same cause, the State was left unrepresented
in tho Senate until July. Defeated for re-eloo-
tioii. ever since, except fora Quarantino Commie-
slonership, he has lieen in retirement ko far as

public office ls oone'omod. though very much In
evidence eiuring tim las: eight years as a leader,
adviser and manager. Iii ISSS lie was again can¬

didate for a Cabinet position, and. being disap¬
pointed, became s personal enemy of Prealdenl
Harrison. He has been a member of every Re¬
publican National Convention since 1876.
During all this tillie he has been constant and

indefatigable In his activities as political man-

age-r. and. naturally enough, as lhe loader of a

faction. Tho claim of bil friends that ho has
always been a Republican, In so far as relates
to the support of regular nominations and voting
Un- ticket ai iln- polls, will not bo disputed Hut
that his management has iwen factional, lils poli¬
cies devious and his methods questionable ls

unfortunately equally true. That h.- carried
these practices so far as to put himself, and to

some extent ihe party organization, on trading
te-rms wiih Tammany when that body was at

the- beigh) of its power and doing its worst was

so generally believed by the better e-iass of Re¬
publicans that a popular uprising against the-
rule- eif Hosse-s .-md the whole system of Hosslen
took place iii 1802. That the main purpose of
th:- Inharmonious and misdirected efforis whie-h
followed was io disestablish the> Republican ma¬

chine of this county, whie h bad fallen into dis¬
repute, and depose Mr. Flatt as its leader was

obvious from tbe outset. Mr. Flatt was not

emly sagacious enough to see lt. but shrewd
enough io fall in with flrat ont- and then the
Other of ihe iwo organizations, whose divided
counsels furnished him ihe opportunity, ami in

the end defeat both, re-establishing the mae-hine
and rehabilitating himself with givator power
and prestige than ever. The remissness and
lae-k eif coherence of his- opponents gave him the

opportunity to put himself ai the head of the
movement for Levi P. Morton for Oovenieir. and
his hold upon thc State mae-hinery gave him con¬

trol of the Legislature. So for the last three
years he has been more than ever the Hess, with
all the power and all tho opportunities whie-h
the term implies.

It is useless tei deny the possession of a certain
kimi of talent to a man who has a..mpllsbed
what Mr. Flatt has during the last three year*.
Kui it ls talent of thai kind better described as

"siiiariness," .nml not that of a statesman, or

even of a blgh-class politician, in his vigorous
.-niel vituperative campaign aga.nst McKinley
before tbe St. Fouls Convention he made a seri¬
ous blunder, but in ihe- agility with whie-h ho
e-amc lei ihe- from afterward, and the e-ool au-

dacitj -villi whi.-h he- claimed the credil for
shaping the most Important plank in the plat¬
form, he showed readiness of resourov. willi tin-
versatility ami flexibility of the professional poli¬
tician. Il is because of the ive-ord he has made
for himself, the salient points of which have
been briefly touched upon, that The Tribune has
opposed his leadership of tho party, which it be¬
lieved io lu- demoralising and debasing, and op¬
posed his election lo ilie United States Senate,
where it is to be feiired he will repeat his former
experience lu antagonizing a President wIiosh
nomination he opposed. And yet lt may be that,
lumeabering lhe disasters to the party and bi

himself whie-h followed his attempt to hold up
a funner Admtnlst ration be-cause lt refused to

do his bidding, he will hardly caro to Incur the
risk e.f renewing that experience. However ihat
may bf, we may rent assured that the people of
ths Fulted States who nominated and elected
Mr. Me-Klnley will nm stipiH-rt the Senator who
undertakes to bully or coerce him, or to carry
Hie Senatorial control over conflrmatinnii beyond
legitimate objection on public grounds.

lt only remains to say that if Mr. Platt recog¬
nizes his opportunity to mske for himself a

reputation as a saga.-lou* nnd e-lear-slghteel poll-
iie-i.-in, anel even as a statesman, and embraces
it by forgetting factions anil rising aimee, the
pettiness of patronage and the fune-tlon of ill*,
tributing it. he will *vcHt<» the cordial congr.it-

illations of The Tribune and flin! In lt a stead- |
fast friced.

117/ If i HAHIERAMESDIXO PROYI'S.
The Committee on Draft and other members

of the Charter Commission aro listening to Hie
criticisms ol' their work which they invited not

merely with patient aiieniioii, but with open
minds and an obviously earnest purpose to make
the- discussion profitable to thc city. Many
changes ill lite original draft, sollie of tlli-lll eif

a radical munro ami othe-rs of comparatively
slight Importance, have- already been made.

either In accordance with suggestions front mil

Biders or upon discovery by thc Commissioners
themselves of defective or doubtful provisions.
This altitude is becoming and should be heartily
commended, bm nevertheless it suggests a seri¬
ous and, indeed, a startIlng reflection.

SeTin-ely a singh- erne of the-so alterations,
whether great or small, has resulted from a

studious examination and thorough discussion
of the subject. There' hi's Iwen no time for such
deliberate work. In almost every case the
change has followed the' submission eif a memo¬
randum eu- a --hort oral statement, eu- has hoi-n

abruptly announced by tin- Committee on Draft,
being due io no public expostulation, but tei fur¬
ther, though brief, consideration by the charter-
maker*. That is to say. the modifications have
been in large measure accidental. Somebody
has happened io detect what seemed to him a

blunder and has pointed ii om. We say hap¬
pened, because it is utterly impossible that any
citizen tint a member of the Commission should
have obtained more dian a siir_'!it, superficial
knowledge of this enormous subject, an.l thc

Commissioners themselves are evidently making
fresh discoveries from day tn elay. or at least

obtaining new views. "Here m a ela ilse," says
some one, "which a moment's reflection leads mo
to condemn." "Yon are righi." say (ho Com¬

missioners, "we bael not thought of ifl.efore. but
tlie point i« a good one." Substantially In this
manner a great many changes have already been
adopfod, with respect to provisions which have
chance-d to catch tho notie-c and lix tho thoughts
of Individuals. Hut those details which have
pas«ed under review are a moro frartion of tho
whole. There ls a vast deposit which remains

practically unexplored. Having every wish not
to indulge in exaggeration, we consider it not

improbable that there aro hundreds. If not thou¬
sands, of points at which thc Commission would
lie glad to introduce modifications In their work
if they had any moans of finding them.
And this ls tho scheme of government for a

city of ''..OOO.OOO inhabitants whie-h in a little
moro than two weeks mnsl be presented to the
Legislature in a presumptively complete and

satisfactory form, and all nady for thc applica¬
tion of tho "Jamming through" process! The
strongest Indictment of this enterprise )« that
which Is now being drawn in public with the dis¬
interested assistance of the Charter Commission.
They have explicitly confessed to many serious
errors in tho course of a short and utterly loads
i|iiato examination of their work, and b.v impli¬
cation they acknowledge thc probability of In¬
numerable faults. To force such conditions of
municipal existence upon th.-se nnconaulted
communities woulei be- an outrageous abuse of

power. Against such an act of tyranny not only
tho common-sense of the majority bm the ex¬

perience of tho Charter Commission most stren¬

uously protests.

ARBITRATIOS .XOT A LEIASE E.

Talk about tho Arbitration Treaty being an

alliance In support of tho Monroe I toolillie is

groundless nnd may be mischievous. It bael its
origin, apparently, lu that fecund source <.f

news that is not so. "Tho London Chronicle,"
and lt took the specious form of an utterance
attributed to tho American Secretary of State.

That Mr. Olney nally said anything eif lhe
sort is ecarcely within the limits of rappoea-
bilily. If he diel. it must be regretted that In
a moment of inexplicable indiscretion ho should
have done so much to undo tho admirable work
he had just brough' to its ceine'luslon. Even
such a bit eif marplotry could not, probably, de¬
feat lhe treaty, because any ono of clear ells
ci rninciir and sound judgment can soo for him¬
self how baseless it ls. Nevertheless such a

saying, attributed without challenge or eontra-
die-tion io such a man, might easily create an

unfavorable prejudice in other lands, both
against this country and against thi- principle
of International arbitration whlcn this country
is endeavoring tei promote.
The fad is. of course, ihat neither in tho text

nor between tin- linos eif the treaty is there a

single expression that can bo construed as even

hinting at au alliance- or at any support of the
Monroe Doctrine. In its Introductory e-lnuse
the treaty is declared io be Hie result of a

mutual desire "ot consolidating the relations of

amity" existing between the imo nations, and
of "consecrating the principle eif International
arbitration." Now, neither amity nor arbitra¬
tion ls alliance. Men may be friends without
being partners, and tlie-y may agree to se'tth'
their own disputes peaceably without pledging
themselves to light each otin-r's enemies. The
same is uih- eif nations. This country has con¬
cluded special arbitration treaties with Cre-at
Briiain bete.re lin- present, but there was nei

li I nt of alliances in them, and neither is tin-re¬
in this general treaty. If any third Power
should imagine there was. ami mi that account
should intrigue against tbe ratification of the

treaty, it would be meddling with what did not
concern it for a non-existent cause. If any one

in Great Britain or ihe United states puta for¬
ward miiIi a notion lu- is doing ono of the
gravest of injuries to his own land.

Thi-- is not to say, of course, that Greal Brit¬
ain (bios not countenance the- Monroe Doctrine.
fin tho contrary, there aro the best of reasons

for believing thai she does recognise it as a

valid and potent principle of American policy,
10 which the world at large must pay due- heed.
11 wendel be strange if she did not, seeing that
she herself suggested thal Doctrine and strong¬
ly approved il al the time nf its promulgation,
and that it has formed the strongest guarantee
against the molestation of her own American
colonies. Within the last year or two her pub¬
lic men and Journals best qualified to speak
for ber have expressed unhesitating approval
of tho Doctrine, ami that approval has re¬
ceived tho seal of highest official sam tion In
the now ponding Venezuela treaty. Hut from
all that this Arbitration Treaty is a thing
¦put It makes no mention of the Doctrine,
mir of offence and defeuee, nor of alliance of
any kimi It provides for tho arbltra.lon of
disputes, simply that ami nothing more; und it
ls on that ground alone that it ls to lie Judged.

MIMCIPAL OWNERSHIP AGAIN,
The widespread discussion mer the article

on municipal ownership that re.ntly appeared
In The Tribune ls evidence of the general In
tanti thnt ls felt in the subject The- move

tneiit toward municipal ownership in the mu¬

nicipalities of Great Britain is, in a large
measure. Hie moving cause of this interest; but
the crying need of a better administration of
municipal affairs In this country shes to lt a

practical turn. And the moment a Hiing b.'-
e-oines practical for an American, ba asks him¬
self. Is it also practicable? in othor words. If
Glasgow, Birmingham and olher eitiftkof Groat
Hrltaln lind that the mnnldpal ownership of
their public works ls desirable- freim tho point
of view of tho taxpayer, win would lt not work
jiisi as will in American cities)

In trying tee lind nn answer to this question
throe things sro to h* homo In mind Firm.
municipal eiwnerslilp In threat Hrllain. though
lt scorns destined to be a suci-ohs. hits not yet

h

passed tho experimental stage. In (Jlasgow,
for instance', are learn from n correspondent
thal inunicipiil ownership hus not yet been

lliianchilly successful enough lo do away with

tin- necessity of levying taxes, aa was reported;
and from other eoUTCei we lenin thai there is

considerable grumbling at the low wages paid
by tho city. It is. in fact, said that tho city
cannot run its public worfca at a profit if it

pays good wage-H to Its workmen. Iii' that ns

it may. all that can be said thus far of munie-i

pal ownership in tlront Britain is that it is a

hopeful experiment which may possibly fall
in lhe end.
lu the- second Jilace, the conditions of the

problem lo be solvoel are very different lu Great
Britain from those that obtain in this country. |
Cities ami towns iu <'roat liritaln do not have
to pay for many tilings that an American cltj ;
lins to pay for. A good part of tho money for
the support of Mic sclnieils of Knglaml and Se-ot-

laml ionics from lhe Imperial Treasury. About

half of tho police force of Glasgow is paid for
In the same- way; and as the Judiciary of Soot-

Innd is paid for by the Crown. Glasgow nnd
other Scottish eities have to pay only for their

lorn] police judges. In many other ways also

the cost of government ls miltie much cheaper
for municipalities in Great Britain than it is
in American municipalities, even \\ he'll they are

honestly ami economically administered. Tbs
fact, therefore, thal municipal ownership is

timiin-i.'iiiy profitable in Great Britain does not
provo thal it would be so iu American cities,

prove that it would be so ill American cities lo

tbe same extent, of course, municipal owner¬

ship may be desirable for other reasons, even if
it does mit return large dividends. But we must

not go into municipal ownership with tho leh-.i

thal i' will necessarily relieve American mu

nioipalitios of all taxation. If WO <lo we shall

probably Bnd ourselves mistaken.
Especislly ls this so, because and this is our j

third peiinf our municipal administration In
this country is confessedly bad; and until it

has been radii.'illy reformed tho best system of

inunicipiil governmem' In the world would work
bailly. laney turning over the lighting ami

transportation plants of ibis e-ity to a gong of
Tammany plunderers! To be sun.. Tammany
is out of offlce in this city, we hope and believe
forever; but until every American city has in

tho same way driven its rascals and plunderers
mt of power for good and all, ii would be folly
io add lo thc pie-kings of municipal thieves by
increasing their opportunities through the mu¬

nicipal ownership of all public works, Tbe lm-
tnedlate duty lying before us is to reform our

municipal administration, not by a fleeting
tpasm of virtue thai soon drops Inlet Inertia
Uko a spent bullet, but in such I way thal the
"florin will be permanent Tuen by that time
ive shall be in a position to adopt tho pinn of

municipal ownership, if. ns we anticipate1, it
shall prove a success in Great Britain.

WANTED.GOOD ROADS LEGISLATION.
One of tho carly bills to lie introeliiccd in

tho legislature will, we trust, be a well -con-

ildered measure to forward ihe work of pro-
riding Improved roads in this Btate. It is

known ihat leading officials in the wheelmen's
irganization an- profoundly Interested in this

nibject, and it ls hoped as the n-suit of con¬

ferences held within thc last few months that
tbe Opposition coming from rural taxpayers,
which has heretofore stood in tho way of road

mprovement on an extended scale, will bo

argely disarmed, and tho prospect of cuaet-

ng such a measure as is needed thereby lm-
u-oved. Intelligent sentiment everywhere, wo

ire glad to believe, is on the side of good roads,
ind there is no doubt that sm-h sentiment ls

;rowing. l'nhappily, there arc not lacking
nany signs that education on the subject ls

¦squired. Tho plan proposed n year ago wns

in Intelligent ono. the result of a careful study
if the Question by a competent legislative com-

ultteo. Hut county after county, through its
¦i preservatives, sought ie> be relieved from lhe
iperation of the proposed law. until at length
h^ bill was so emasculated that little regret
vas felt when it was abandoned altogether.
Object lessons on the subject of improved

.oads have not been wanting for those, who
mvo careel to look oulsid-- of their immediate
lelgbborhood and of the borders of the Btate
n only a few parts of our own Commonwealth
ms ihe work of providing better ways been
aken Hold of seriously, but the results in conn

les like Richmond snd Queens are* conclusive
is to tho benefits derived from such a policy.
.'rom Massachusetts and Connecticut Informat¬
ion has recently como regarding tho progress
nude in the lasi year, ami it ls most encoumg
ng. In tho former Stale an appropriation eif
isoo.niK) was provided a year ano, am! In 1896
lu- nu in I ier of miles of ronel built by the State
idvanced from eighty-nine to 130, the work

icing done in main different localities, for the
take of bringing its advantages before the eyes
if a largo number of tbe people. An approptia
ieui of a like- amount Will he sought this ye-ar.
I'liere is a strong feeling in favor of continuing
he policy entered on three or four years ago.
ind a number of "through roule-s" aro COUtem -

dated In various dire, lions. Connecticut pro-
icels in a much mon- modest way. its annual
ippropriatioii being limited to 175.000. In the
wo years sinee the- State undertook tho work
ind appointed a Highway Commission, how
ve-r. the counties have' contributed thc same

iiiiount ns iii,. Slate, ami more than 1500,000
ms been raised by the towns for road Improve-
lie-lit.

New-York still laits in the- rear of States that
ii other respects are no mora progressive.
'late pride, if not liing else, should spur US
o follow the gooei examples around us and
mike liberal appropriations for this most nae-
Ul and practical purpose', lt is not Impossl-
ile that, in lino with the. suggestion <if Uov-
.rnor Black in his message, provision may be
inuie by tho Legislature in connection with this
natter for ibo employment of some of the
'tate Prison convicts in road-making. Tbe
ointment in opposition thereto, which has hith¬
erto prevailed to a conalderable extent, should
io lessoned, if not removed, by tho neccssitv
vhleh exists for providing work for the prlson-
rs. Thees men must have work. The State
leeds roads. Tim pulling of this and thnt to-
.othor seems a simple mailer. Whether or not
he ("ovornor's bini is acted on. lt ls tho urgent
lllty of tho Legislature and tho I-'xoeiitiro to
oe thnt tho work of Improving our highways is
lot longer postponed.

-

Croker seems to have irono bark violently on
is oft-r. lter.it.-.! ass. v. rat lem that he was out
f p..Ulled. Anyhow, lie is actitip mightily like
man who ls In politics for all he ls worth.

-«-

Th" new Oovernor of Wnsblngton may not
eiual Thoinus Jefferson In gnat thliiRs, but he
s going to mimic him in small ones )|h dec¬
lined to have a procession at his Inauguration.
mt walked from his boarding-house tn the
ilacn where lils "Job'- was. Just Ilk.- any other
hired man." How Bryan's heart inusi warm

owanl him!

Senator Bruah wants bills enacted upholding
h- righi of ali cltlsens to Join their party or-
aalaationa If they wlah to do so. Senator
trush's position Is perfectly right.

An Ingenious attempt ls mail.* by a writer In
Thc Kinari, tal News" ..f I.|,,n to reckon tho
nonet.iry worth, or rather the- annual profits of
'The London Tim.i-' ,i mattel umtali] relied
n linp'-notralilc mystery, A shu: tune hr... it
looms, o man brought rall In a bondon, court to
<*covi»r damage* for lons miiUnined by him
hmu-th mi.«ro,pr«-*ntat!on. Ile had puiohaa-»d

for (RB an Interest In "The Times" amounting
to "1-14 of '-'-.'I of 1-0 of 2-16" of the whole, that
la to say. l-l.oll', on the representation that lt

was worth £li."» a year, hut as a matter of fact
tho dividend em lt in UM was only £17 .ls. lld
Now. If l-l,."ill! of the paper was sold for 083,
the whole would have been worth i'tXl.TM, and
if the dividend on l-l,."!!'-' was only ll? .'ts. lld.,
th.*- teital dividend must have l>f«*n £ I'O,OOO Us.
It ls difficult to believe that the dividends of
profit of that great paper are only $130,000 a

year. Yet the Court decided In the plaintiff's
favor, and awarded to him damages of £0."i.

In spite of tho fae-t that Major Jacob Cros-

thwaft. of Conneirsville, Ky., directed In his will
that his tombstone should bear the inscription,
"Fros silver at the ratiei of 16 t'> 1." thi're may
be seimo people who will believe that tho fre>o sil¬
ver campaign was not a crank agitation tending
to promote madness.

-to-

There will be a flood of bills at Albany affect-
Ing the Civil Bcrs lee. But th* opponents of the
merit system will not be abie to legislate lt out

of existence without flrst getting lt out of the
Constitution.

The Hoard of Health has come to the conclu¬
sion that there ought to be ¦ special hospital In
tho city feir the cure ut tuberculous patients.
There ls no longer any doubt that tubercujoots is

a communicable disease, and th* danger of

treating such patients in general hospitals is ob¬
vious. The city may not now bo in a position tei

erect a separate hospital for consumptives^ so-

called, but as soon as practicable the money
should he provided for the purpose.

PERSOXAL.

lohn W. Crtsfleld, who has just died Bl Ills home'
nt Prlnoess Anne, Maryl,ind. was rinked among
ihe eblesl lawyers In Hie Stat*-. MS -i:ia< prom¬
inent In th" old Whig party and w.is elected
«.. Congress ns p Whit in i-.it. Hs sasde his iii-1

speech on the-, floor Iti opposition to the Mexican
Wor. H.- sras a member of the state Constitu¬
tional Convention In IMS, snd during the war was

one of the- f> w men of prominence In the State who
adhered to the I'nion cause. He went to Consress
again during the war, snd proa a number of the
famous I'e-n--" Congress ot IMI.
A curious spectacle mis witnessed th* ethel da)

in the chapel e.f the Jesuit Behool, Rue de Madrid,
Paris, when AbbA Courbe celebrated his Hrst nm

Tho new priest was assisted at tbe altar by his

two 'Mest sons, who have also entered the priest¬
hood, ona being a Capuchin. Fly the marriage
which he ha.l contracted before he took orders
AbM Courbe had seversl other children, sll of
whom we-re- present St the ceremony.

l»r. Thomas Jefferson Sawyer, emeritus professor
of theology al Tufts College, celebrated his ninety-
third birthday on Satur.lay. He v.as one of the
founders of Tufts I'ollege, and has long been s

prominent ngura among the I7ntveraal|sts, He

was pastor of a church In Orchard-st., In this etty.
from ISSS io 1MB a e-aii which was Issued In Hi:
for a conventlo-i in thia e ity led to the- foimillng of

Taits College, Canton Theological Behool, and St.
Lawrence -University, ami he was the president of
th« first Board of Trustees of each. When the
Tufts Divinity School was opened in ivis- h.- became
Packard prof'-sseir of theology, retiring In issi, nu

account of Impaired eyesight, He twice declined
ihe presidency of Tufts College, and he also re¬
fused similar positions lr. the Canton Theological
Se hool nnel in Lombard .University. He lives si
College Mill with his daughter, the wife of I'rn-

v-.it Oeorse T. Knight, >.f the Tufts Divinity
Behool.
"We are gratified to bc able to announce," says

"The Examiner." of this city, "that Dr. Waylin.I
is gradually regaining his wonted health, after hi-1
.eerlous battle with mallina tit microbes, cf Which
and Mi'-ir beneficent foes the Rambler write»s so

cheerfully this week. He wns able to tak. ¦ half-
hour's outing on Satur.lay. and will soon, there ls
reason to hope, be- entirely himself again."
Oeneral Pells Agnus, the proprietor of "Tho

Baltimore American," has been obliged Hgain to

deny the story that when he came to this country
lie hi-itati his carter ns a barber in this city. "I
came to this country," be says, "un.lor cngage-
ment as a chaser an.l sculptor to the great tirm of
Tiffany & Co., of New-Vork, from which Itab-
llshment I went direct to the ranks ns ¦ private
soldier, though not speaking a word of the- Kng¬
llsh language."
London, Jan. H..John B. Sargent hns h.-'pn elected

a menil.er of the Royal Acs my, and Alfred Par¬
sons anil J. J Shannon have .. n el icted associates
of the same liody All three art.sts are well kinwn.

THE TA Elf OF THE DAT.

Th* statue of Descartes, in Tours, was recently
decorated with wreaths am! garlands, In recog¬
nition of th.- 300th snnlversary of his hirth. Ap¬
propriate ceremonies wera held, under the auspices
of th.- Abbi Boesebeuf, professor of sciences in
tir- Catholic college of Angers.
A gentleman saw the following advertisement in

n paper: "The Hoad to Wealth Bend twelve
stamps to .." The gentleman sent twelve
stamps, and In return fur his outlay received
minute instructions how to pet to tiie Hank of
England from any patt of London..(London x-'nn.

'I'h.- following placard ls displayed In a Phlla- i

delphls barber-shop: "Kor the convenience of pa- 1
Irons, brush and comb are provided for each. No
brush and comb Will he useel twice without wash- '

lui; <iur barber will not rec, iv., any extras.

Please .lo not offer any." Outside the shop a col-
ored man han a bootblacklng stand, over which N

tim sign: "Pedal teguments artistically Illuminated
and lubricated for the Infinitesimal compensation 1
of five cpnt* per operation."
Here is an advertisement which should bring

tra.I.-, even though people had to use a grindstone
ti. weur holes through their shoes: I

I nm the FatW nf

1 WSNt'I-SIX CfttUMMCWI
We TWtna, .

I AM At.Se*> A CORRLKR'; . .
:

ANT> NEED work. 1

if i have served mv countrs areli li li arl
rt"n.-e ii.it i «-tii mend your ihoaa walt, nu*
k.I tmr, deserves another. My nhop la rn lita

'i .ir ..t i'a 1.)wal I un.'. Lanler'i Let i
""Ie tl..-. J M I.INNKV

--(Moot and Shoe Reconler.
1

The Tribune bas already suggested that certain *

recent reports of the d-ath-rate in Bombay from j
the plasue wera grossly exaggerated. Here are <
some figures. Obtained from "The Hrltlsh Medical '

Journal," which corroborate that opinion. During (
the week ending December vi the total number of j
deaths I hip. to bubonic fever was ITS, and from {he '

lirst recognition of the outbreak In September mi¬
lli December -10 not more than l,73o. These uta-
tlstlcs justify alarm and a rigid sanitary regime. i
not only in India, but also at ports having ce>m-

mercs erith Bombay; but they simw that as yet
India has not been depopulated.
The chief proofreader of "The London Times" is

,i Cambridge graduate, who has a --alary of fl,000,
or *.'..'-eec but. then, he- ls a greal scholar, not only
In the English language, but In all Hud, nt ami
other tongues, not excepting Asiatic ones, lie is
permitted to query snd suggest excisions or addi¬
tions to the work o(/writers and editors..(Prank
i..->iie.s Popular Monthly.
Thc old French Convention lasted three years,

one month anel f..ur dais, lt had Till members and
pa--..i ii...-in decrees. Of its 749 members, jw were

guillotined Duray, .lune Pt, lTtCl. being the tirst. and
Bishop Huguet the last, October »'. IM; I wen
sssasstnstsd and i shot; h committed suicide;
fi died of grief; .; perished In abject misery; o

died on ths highway, to hs eaten by dog*; i. Ar-
monvllle, ihe> lust wearer of tl..- red cap, perished
In h drunken til; 4 died mad; J -Acre killed Iii th.< I
army; l was carried away by the ltnestsns am! '

never beard ot; I died suddenl]; l expired in prison.
fell dead of Joy nu learning that llonaparte hud

disembarked ai PVsjusj Ul perlshsd in exile or In
pen ii settlements; ia were never heard of from tbe
dsts "i tbe eight.-.-nth Brumalrs; *"*¦ rsnishtd after
ths ...lunation of Napoleon, snd ¦ died in poverty
md nba.-urit). The Convention had At plaiding
ofltoera, of whom i> were guillotined sad I nan,
ported; a were outlawed, and | sentenced lo im¬
prisonment for life; 4 died in msdhonees, .md ;: oom*
mitt..1 suicide.
in. den owns a singular pu-cc of property, it

ls i. m.lining newspaper, the *Dre*dener AnseUrer.
Till- dally, upon the death nf Its last proprietor,
wa* willed to UM illy, upon the condition that all
profits arising therefrom should be r-p.-nt upon
the public parks This year a large playground of
marl- .ight acres wa* purchased from Prince
leorge the King's brother and heir-apparent, and l

II aili be nady f..r u;... n. vt -piing Tbe paper 1
continues lo hold the respeel of ali ritlsens, for
tbs trust bus been carried out In Its broadest
«plrlt, and the power hus never been eniplovej to
foaisr any school of opinions.-(Fourth Katata

MUSIC.
MMK. CARRE.VO\S RECITAL.

The flrm of Mme. Tere*a t'arreflo's pianoforte rm,
dials took place In the tmllroom of the Waldorf \m*.
terday afternoon, lt was nadly marrey hv the nott*
made by the build.-rs at work on ike adjolnln.
bollding, a e-ircumstanee that rscalM severalst2
unhappy experiences which concert nid|enr. |JJ*
mad.- this season. An intolerable sotse of Min,*
hammers disturbed the Kinging of Mme lehman"'
bi Camegts it ui last Tuesdsi afterases and
some weeks ago I eon. crt of the Oratorio atm* . ,,
but broken up by th- (tones of creosote trboA
was being applied lo some plHnk* |ti H.. hulM|n,
H Ih a singular disregard of the rights of ,h4
public whleh permits sud, things on the pan ntlbs managers of e.in.ert-rooms, and if ne|th«!
they nor the managers, of dsneerti correct iZ
evil the pul.,,0 will ac, wN-ly In taking th* rr

^
In th.lr own bands and refusing to go ... *T**.
tertalameni snless they have manirancea thal kZ
pleasure shall nol be spoiled bv outside noises Mm*farre.V, will glv,- two mon ,-,.,!,.,, ,. ,,; v

'"*
on Wednesday and Krtday afternoons of next *-Z*'
ii is ts be hoped that tbs solssnes whi. i, InterfaZ
with yesterdays enjoyment will then bs abatedlhe Mtt of the gathering and the |.tenelte rn
Interest displayed by ,he (Monera ».re JJ
deasonstratloas of tbs admiration in whi-h u.
Csrrats is ned bera. Under ibe rtreumetaaeitherefore, it seeau desirable thai the ns. of r,taZ
whi.-h she played yesterday be ,,.,. -,. .JJJwhich aaa not done os tbe prasramoM pul ini
the hands ol (US audi.-ni. Th. *.,,. gJTT
Chromatic fantasia sad ragas (with ¦;... t,r,
ornaments appended by Von Mn:.,a. ;;. ;l0. ...
Sonata ,n K minor, op. .*,: (familiarly knows u
Appassioatata"); two of Chopin's twenty-fan pr*

hides, op. jv m b flat major and K flat mlnw m.
nocturne- In Q rn, ,or, .,, -ty S(, ,. ,. ;;..,'"
c. flat, the- Polonaise bi a flat, ,..n.t
Impromptu In ll Hat. .,,. h., \., ,. ,¦
,le \-|enne, \o < .- gchubert-Liul f., i-Amr
ella, by PsgsnlnMdsst; one of |j z- , sr,nn<ttl
dei Petrarea" and the sams omposei -,Vii, u,Jn.

ir: ni RhaBSOdy. The least familiar o' th.t-'
pieces was th- on.- before the last .. ..7*
ot mir. ,,f thr.- melodies written n lAtmxtm
sonnets by Petrarch. Mose. Cam .¦

._ ,t ..
the enthusiasm .,. |. i h-t't" ri i

with her performances the Chopin -. id* (mb*mt
she repeated) and the' timm.ibu;
reefed by the Li*zt of tin- violin ami .>,.¦ i'.cinim
of the pianoforte, bul she held the attention ., rter
auditors without a moment's cessation for neaim
two hours un.i. r trying ondit!...
was ams! strongly characterised bj Apt ,,".
ing impetuosity, the culmination o' rbi h a. ma
reached In the "Campanella" and th,, h
Rhapsody, in the latter, however r,,.. boundary
line between musical eonority ani :-.. ...:,« ...w.
era! times o\-eratepped Mn..-. ¦¦- ,; hf,
friends knovi. ls a virile player; hei M»ntimenl -.,

far r.-mov. il from sentimentality at .-.il ,,.
loo .'ar. in ('h..pin's music, Bul
stimulate' Interest on tin- part ,,- her X-ir<-r* v

eacssstve fondasss for th" tempo ru ..-. ..- .- __*,
tr. tn. ly eiatl,; kind lat least iii <:¦¦ .. .Hft
oi' whkh is not always obvious) ila. -%r

playing, and, couple-el with her i-

ness and .taring, makes 0| the strone*.-, r.;. n-i«at
lu her individualism. We fancy it ».,- ... ..;. mew
which won for her so much ac lalm »nfcaa);
but we have known lt ...re as long an i» have
known Teresa Carrego.

?

DIPLOMATIC SKIHT AT THE ll BITE BOUSE.

A UULUAMT *. l-'.SV PRE8BKTEU AT THE 1 IPJJT
eil'i'P'l.W. RBCBPTION i'd' THK SEASOX.

Washington, Jan, ii.-The mst ofBclsl reeegttsa
giv.-n by the- President .itid Mts Clevelsnd this
season took place to-night at the Bxs -".¦ M in-

sion. Without it wns cold ami forbidding, but
within all was luxurious and warm. H indreda of
palms, large and small, were pis .the
brilliantly lighted room-, i'he greal East r.-iom

neVSf showed to better advantage Hanging from
Ihe great chandeliers was running Ivy, nh:, ii tn-

dried thuunands of electric lights of rsi --', col-
ora Ths ssantels were banked arith roset ::'.:ig»<i
with hyacinth-! and ferns. Lofty palms r.-arM
their graceful heads to the ceiling. Moving anions
the semi-tropical s.-.-n-- was s throng -ompoeed ot
the wealth, fashion and beaut) <>i VVaahtngton no-

i-i"t> lt was diplomatic night. The brilliant sat
'orms of the tor.-ign diplomats, tbe ho i.-i.^ abow'm
itu less varied uniforms of the Knited States Anni
md Navy ofllcera; the full-dreas toilets ..f t,*
women, ariel the men in full dress maele a sce-l^
vhlch waa dasslingl) brilliant. The Marine Batu*,
uatlone.i In th" vestibule, furnished mush
Tne President uni Mrs I'leveland. with all tha

-.omen of th.- Cabinet circle, fornc .1 in h ia
he Ked Koom. where the presentations wi mads
ir.-t to th.- President and then to Mt-. Cleveland
iv Colom 1 Wilson, ihe guests then proceed! I :o
he Kast Room, Passing down the line, the 1 icte'i
inly bowed unless they were personal!) :..-ned
with som.- of thc women, when they (book bands
Mr. Cleveland >h"ok all by the hand, .^ hi -Use
Mrs. e-lev.-land. Behind the receiving - a

brilliant bevy of young matrons snd debutante*
making a beautiful background
The reception began at :,. ind it wi- 12 o' docs

"'.i'..re all the guests departed.

THE REY. DR. PENTEC08T DECLINES.

WF* Will HOT A'VKI'T YUK CAIX TO THK HRST

PRSSnillJUAH CHI BOH cy VONKK

A cable mes-^aere hns he'ti received In Tonherss*
nounelng that the Rev. I»r. Pentecost, of ':. M.iry-

lebons Presbyterian Church, of London. >- db
¦lined to accept the ,-aii of the Ki--' i'"- lyterisa
'burch, of Yonkers. Bstensivs preparations f-sel
nen maele to receive Dr. Pent.Pl

VEtOE LEA.il E CLUE ELI enos.

The tJBfcm league nub held it- annual msetlag
ast evening in the elubhouse, at Kfi li-.e i .* and
rhirt>-nlnth-st.. and the memben list ¦¦ ts r#-

icrts showing that the dub was stronger h. '...,ra-

-ershlp and In its flnancial aiT,iit> then ... *-

'ore. In tlie election of ofhe-ers f..r SSI

io opposition to the ti.-k-t recently announced ls

rhe Tribune. Oeneral Porter being :¦ pteM"
lent of the club, and other ottl. - v)toP

is follows:
Vi.-e-presidents.e'lass ..f IMS: Matthew I>.

Jorden, Augustus I"). Jutlllard. Charlen mss
ind Benjamin P. Tracy; iMass of iv .. RlchatS
lutler, to nil vacancy.
Secretary Uniter C. Ollsen.
Treasurer.William O. white.
Executive Committee.Class of UM: Ce lellui h.

vlltchell. Joseph W. How-. John W. Altkei
..min Parr an.l Oeorge W Korsyth; elsi ",:

Vlli.-rt tr. Hyde, to till vacancy.
Committee on Admission! Claas of UM n isa*

ii.,ili»ter. Prancis O. Gorham, K RH *

Irove. Lowell Lincoln and Henra K Bl
Committee on Library ami Publics tl iM Jl
we: James c. Recd. Robert K. Risby and Mu¬

lhall H. Clyde. _ M , ... . .

Committee on Art.Thomas B. Clarke. Alfi fl "-

M. Purdy. Joseph fl. Stout, Henrv lt Me U»
""larene?e'Andrews, Howard C. Smtth. Joseph C,
.Vllletts. . , , ,, r.
Committee oo Political Reform.< ephss BraUKtrs,

""harles T. HSrhnck. B. B. Hinsdale. Umee A.

llanchard. Thomas L. James. Nathsnlel A .".'!*
las Isaac H. Bromley, Edward Mit bell I ¦>.

.rick n. Orant, william ll V. Hoffman Sal m «.

"tussell. Samuel Thomas. Prederi" >' kk ¦,--. ..

Auditors.Walter A. Pease. Cbarlos Da*nssn
Indrew Milla . ,__,, ,.
It wai* expected by some of the membera bat »¦

-ffort would be made lo amend t *; "*

o prevent the passage od reeolutlon* hlnmsr ..

he rec.-llt Choate r-solllt lot'.i Wltl IOUI! ','.''' \*
,otlce, but no movement was ma.!-- r; ''" .¦.'

lon A resolution in respect to the e.r-n.i >

tork charter was offer..!, bul ssora than tai

ive numbers objected to Ita Immediate ¦¦¦¦ -'

lon un.lcr a rub- which baa been lu ..'
duh for years, sod tin reeolutlon weal rn amm

mother meeting. ,

A number of new BMBlbsra WSW

AT THE IRVING PLACE THEATRE.
-Has namaleta*." s comedy m Bl isstoi >- »»

elven for the rtrtt time In ibis SSUBtTl St
^

ng Place Theatre last .wiling The pied .'

full ot clever and witty SSglngS Slid ¦»»u*rt»fVTS rilli Ol Cie\l-I an.l r...... ..-

lattens, met the hearty fSveref tbs large tudleOCS.

s RootH-m

VOTES OE TEM *i iOB.

¦dMsOtgaMetbersoMwUlpU) sn «-..g-.g-""-^ ".

he ilarrlck Th-.i.tv. begUmU, lu MS**

., Th,.,ur.. sb Pshruarj I. .'hi bs

*m*am*^aW&:SSSP'.WM« Um.*, m^w.

,,.,-,. ll "..- """,""" ;,' "'".'..'"'..'nrf
rtji.'* amv-A _***_..-.««--:


